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Why we sing

Spirituals and Gospel songs have similar origins in African American history
and culture. They evolved as 2 distinct styles with different purposes.

rebirth

The

and Blues.
- Described as ‘composed folk songs’.
- Almost always accompanied, and

have verses and choruses.
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Melody = the tune.
Harmony = notes to add
to the tune.

- Traditionally sung
unaccompanied
(acappella).
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Choir = group of singers.
Acappella = unaccompanied singing.
Congregation = people in church

Electric piano, bass guitar, drum kit.

Why we singis a
modern Gospel
song written by Kirk
Franklin in 1993.

In the ‘live’
performance video
the performers sing
the ‘call’ and the
congregation sing
the ‘response’.

Call-and-response
Verse/chorus
Spoken interlude
Phrase = a musical
sentence.

Unison = singing the
same tune.
Homophonic =
singing in harmony.
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Musical Learning

Focus: Gospel music, instruments, structure, texture, vocal
decoration.

Objectives:

° Develop and practise techniques for singing and
performing in a Gospel style.

° Recognise individual instruments and voices by ear.

° Listen to a selection of Gospel music and spirituals,

and identify key elements that give the music its
unique sound.

° Talk about music using appropriate music
vocabulary (e.g. the ways the voices are used, the
contrasting texture of solo voice and choir, singing
in harmony, the lyrics etc.).

Key: Improvise and Compose; Sing and Play; Listen and
Appraise.

Visual and Audio Materials

° Wade in the water (Sweet Honey in the Rock).
. Wade in the water (The Spirituals).
. Climbing higher mountains (Aretha Franklin).

. Why we sing (Kirk Franklin and the Family).

. What kind of man is this? (Ray Charles & the Voic-
es of Jubilation Choir 2006).

. Shackles (Praise you) (Mary Mary).

. This little light of mine (Soweto Gospel Choir).

. Take your burden to the Lord (and leave it there)
(Blind Boys of Alabama).

. The storm is passing over (The Clara Ward Singers).

. Jesus gave me water (Sam Cooke & The Soul Stir-
rers).

° Great is your mercy (Donnie McClurkin).

. Get away, Jordan (Take 6)
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Timeline:
17th Century 18th Century 19th Century 20th Century 21st Century - present

American Civil War
1861-1865 slavery ended
in America in 1865.

Gospel music is still written today and
used as part of worship in Christian
churches all over the world.

Spirituals are songs that were composed
by enslaved African people in the USA.
Gospel music grew out of these songs.

1993 Why we sing
by Kirk Franklin.




