
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immersive Environment 
Our classroom will have:  
 
- Our classroom door will be the entry into the illusion of The 
Great Fire of London.  
- Our cave wall will contain paintings of geckos and boomerangs 
to project the illusion of living in an Australian cave! 
 

 
 

Project Based Learning 2021-2022 
 

What Lies Behind the Smoke? 
Year: 2 
Term: Spring 
 

Project Overview 
 
Our project this term is all about fire! In Geography, we will travel to 
Australia and learn how Aborigines use fire to manage the land. We 
will compare physical and human features of England and Australia. 
In Science we will explore living things and their habitats. As 
historians, we will investigate how we know about these important 
events in1666 as we dive into the past, learning about The Great Fire 
of London and what caused the fire, finding out by reading extracts 
from Samuel Pepys. We will also handle artefacts from Tudor times to 
help us understand how people lived during those times.  As engineers 
we will design and build a fire engine to carry a bucket of water, 
learning about wheels and axels. As artists we will use our skills of 
pointillism to create aboriginal art and learn about the Australian 
artist Bronwyn Bancroft. We will also learn about fire safety and who 
can help us to stay safe. 

 

  
 

Hook days 
We will be transported to the Australian outback and lean about 
native Australian animals. We use our art skills to create animal 
paintings for our display.  We also take part ‘I’m in Class 2 – Get Me 
Out of Here!’ bush trucker activities.  
 

The start of many exciting and engaging days of learning! 
 

Curriculum Opportunities 
English:  
- Writing stories based on the Great Fire of London 
- Writing diary entries, inspired by Samuel Pepys’ 
diary during The Great Fire of London 
- Writing newspaper reports and instructions 
Maths:  
- Multiplication and division  
- Weigh and measure ingredients to bake bread 
- Estimate how many bricks to build a Lego house 
- Write fractions e.g. ½ of 6 = 3 
- Choose and use the appropriate standard units of 
measure to estimate and measure height, length, 
capacity, mass and temperature 
- Compare and order lengths, mass, volume, 
capacity using <, > and = 
- Identify and describe the properties of 3D shapes 
including the number of faces, vertices and edges 
Science:  
- Identifying living things 
- Plants 
History:  
- Great fire of London 
- Significant people – Samuel Pepys 
Design and Technology:  
- Sewing and building a fire engine 
Art: 
- Drawing to scale and pointillism 
Geography: 
-  Know the four countries and capital cities of the 
UK 
- Identify landmarks and features of our capital 
city 
Computing:  
- Coding and creating Great Fire of London 
pictures and Samuel Pepys image 
P.E: 
- Dance 
- Orienteering 
Music: 
- Sing in rounds – London’s burning 
- Reading music notation to perform an ensemble 
RE 
How we can help others? 
How do Sikhs celebrate? 
SCARF: 
 - Keeping Myself Safe  
 - Rights and Responsibilities 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Timeline 
 

What set London alight? 
 
Focus One 
How do Australia and England compare? 
 
Focus Two 
What set London alight? 
 
Focus Three 
Who are the heroes behind the smoke? 
 
Focus Four 
What is the purpose of fire? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Outcomes 
 

This project will involve the children using cross-curricular 
skills to help them answer our essential question: ‘What Lies 
Behind the Smoke?’  We will be focusing on history and 
geography, using various skills to help us explain and explore 
Australia and England, with a key focus on Alice Springs 
and London.   
 
For our final exhibition, we will explain how can be used for 
positive land management but also the danger and 
devastation it can cause.   
 

 

Project Enhancements 
Class experiences  
* Australian bush experience 
* Great Fire of London history experience 
 
Visitors – 
* Great Fire of London historian 
* Fire engine and firemen to discuss why and how to stay safe 
around fire. 
 
Class book 
* Stories from the billabong 
* Rainbow Bird: An Aboriginal Folk Tale from Northern 
Australia 
* Dingo Dog and the Billabong Storm 
* Toby and the Great Fire of London 
 

How Can You Help? 
If you feel that you can help us at all with our project this 

term, please let us know. 
 
 

If you wish to find out more about The Great Fire of London 
at home, please visit this website: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/37222884  
 

Thank you! 
 

 

Project Homework 
 
Please complete this fun and enjoyable project 
homework. 
 
Task 1 
Make a box model of a Tudor house from 1666. 

 
 
Task 2 
Make a map of Australia and draw famous 
landmarks to attract visitors to the country. 

 
Task 3 
Create a picture or junk model of a famous 
London landmark. 
 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/37222884

