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Project Based Learning 2020-21 
 

How have disasters shaped North and South America? 
Year: 5 
Term: Spring 

Project Overview 
Delving back into history, we will learn 
about the all the disasters that North 
and South America have faced and how 
they have shaped America today. We 
will look at the damage caused by 
natural disasters compared with those 
created by humankind. 

As scientists, we look at the life cycles of 
birds, amphibians, insects and mammals. 
We will explore their habitats and how 
they help these animals to grow. We will 
also be inspecting plants, looking at each 
individual part and its function. 

We will use our knowledge and creativity 
as designers and architects to design, 
build, test, evaluate and adapt some 
model structures – a building that can 
withstand an earthquake and a bridge 
that can withstand substantial weight.   

As writers, we will explore a text from 
our literary heritage: Macbeth. We will 
be looking at the key message and main 
themes of this text and try to write out 
own modernised version. We will also be 
writing non-fiction texts based on our 
understanding of disasters across North 
and South America. 

As artists, we will be studying some 
famous American artists whose work can 
be recognised throughout the world. 
Andy Warhol – most famously known 
for this very colourful prints. Georgia 
O’Keeffe – best known for her modern 
paintings of flowers and desert 
landscapes. 
 
 

 
 

Curriculum Opportunities 
English: 
- Fiction from our literary heritage (Macbeth) 
- To write their own contemporary version of Macbeth based on key 
themes running through the play 
- Write an explanation text about a natural disaster 
- Write a newspaper report covering deforestation in South America 
- Cinquain and free verse poetry 
Maths: 
- Fractions 
- Measurement (Mighty Maths Missions – approximate perimeter of 
each of the states on the US map and average rainfall at the Grand 
Canyon) 
- Shape 
Science: 
- Living things and their habitats 
- Plants 
History: 
- Explore the history of some of America’s greatest disasters, both 
natural and caused my humans e.g. San Francisco earthquake, 
Hurricane Maria, Great Galveston Storm, Deforestation, Colonisation, 
The Great Depression, 9/11, the Irish potato famine 
- What evidence is there of these disasters? Primary and secondary 
sources of evidence 
Geography: 
- Natural disasters e.g. earthquakes, volcanoes, floods 
- Grand Canon formation 
- Rocky mountains 
- Compare the UK to North America and tourism 
- Locate countries and states on a map 
Computing: 
- Create PowerPoint presentations with timing and sound effects 
- Create a computer game using code 
- Create iMovie animations 
Design and Technology: 
- Build a bridge that can stay standing after weight is passed over it 
- Build a building structure that could withstand an Earthquake 
Art: 
- Clay structure totem poles 
- Sew patches to make a North American quilt 
- Study American artists Andy Warhol and Georgia O’Keeffe 
- Make dream catchers and Native American headdresses 
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Project Timeline 
 
Focus One  
Would you rather live in the UK or USA? 
 
Focus Two  
What are America’s worst disasters? 
 
Focus Three  
What caused these disasters? 
 
Focus Four  
How can we help to prevent further disasters? 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Enhancements 
 
Class books 
- Macbeth 
 
Other key texts 
- Native American folktales 
- Information texts about natural 
disasters 
 
 

 
How Can You Help? 
 
If you feel you can help us with our 
project this term, we would love to hear 
from you!  
 
Reading: 
It would benefit the children if they 
could spend some time reading any non-
fiction book, website etc. about natural 
disasters, Native Americans and The 
Amazon Rainforest in South America. 
 
Useful websites: 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhis
tory/victorian_britain/famine_and_emigr
ation/  
 

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homewor
k-help/native-americans 
 

http://www.ducksters.com/history/westw
ard_expansion/california_gold_rush.php  

 
 

Project Homework 
 
Homework Task 1 
Create your own Statue of Liberty art work. This could be a crown 
and torch, sculpture or painting etc. 
 
Homework Task 2 
Who was Christopher Columbus? Create a fact file, poster or 
presentation to share with the class. 
 
Homework Task 3 
Create your own image inspired by Native American art. 
Use paint, felt tips, pastels etc. 
 
Homework Task 4 
Make a homemade food dish from North America. 
Take photos and make a collage to show your cooking skills or bring 
in a sample to share with your class! (Mr K would love this!) 
 
Homework Task 5 
Create a poster to persuade people to stop buying products with 
palm oil in to save the rainforests. 
 
Homework Task 6 
Create a fact file about a natural disaster e.g. earthquakes, tsunamis. 

Immersive Environment 
Our classroom will have an American theme with natural disaster 
elements including: 
> A 3D volcano that the children will help to make 
> An earthquake split down the middle of North and South America 
on the main display board 
> Our themed classroom door of the US flag 
> Models to be hung from the ceiling 
around the classroom 
> Cut trees to show deforestation 
> ‘Macbeth’ reading display  

 

Project Outcomes 
This project will involve the children 
using cross-curricular skills to help 
them answer our essential question: 
How have disasters shaped North and 
South America? 
 
We will be focusing on the history of 
North and South America and how it 
has shaped the Americas that we know 
today. 
 
For our final exhibition, we will be 
showing you (fingers crossed in person, 
if not, via pictures and videos) how we 
answered each of our focus questions 
and some of our favourite work over 
this term. 
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